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A CELEBRATORY FEAST 
PROLOGUE 
“Then the son of Saturn sent a thunderbolt of fire that fell just in front 
of Minerva, so she said to Ulysses, ‘Ulysses, noble son of Laertes, stop 
this warful strife, or Jove will be angry with you.’ Thus spoke Minerva, 
and Ulysses obeyed her gladly. Then Minerva assumed the form and 
voice of Mentor, and presently made a covenant of peace between 
the two contending parties.” 
The Odyssey 
Written by the Epic Poet Homer in 800BC 
[Translated by Samuel Butler] 
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CARRIED TO GREECE BY A MARVEL OF ENGINEERING 
THE LATEST A350 AIR BUS 
LONG TRAVELLING DISTANCES NOW DISAPPEARING 
A MINIMUM OF EFFORT, A TOTAL ABSENCE OF FUSS 
 
I SETTLE IN MY COMFORTABLE HOTEL ROOM 
SHOWER, SHAVE AND DRESS FOR DINNER 
AWAITING AN EVENING’S DINING SET TO BLOOM 
AS ANTICIPATORY AS A LOTTERY WINNER 
 
I AM READY FOR A SYMPOSIUM, OR ‘GATHERING OF DRINKERS’ 
CONSISTING OF TWO PARTS – FOOD AND WINE
 
TRADITIONALLY A GATHERING OF LEARNED THINKERS 
A CULTIVATED, GENTEEL MANNER IN WHICH TO DINE 
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A PRACTICE IN ANCIENT TIMES ENJOYED ONLY BY THE RICH 
TODAY AVAILABLE TO MANY 
AFFORDABLE PLEASURE WITHOUT A HITCH 
A NEW ABUNDANCE, BORN OF TIMES OF PLENTY 
 
 
EVENTUALLY, THE MEAL IS PREPARED AND SERVED
 
WITH BREAD, OCTOPUS, GOAT’S CHEESE AND FISH 
EVERY HOSPITABLE CUSTOM OBSERVED 
WARM COMPANIONSHIP WITH EVERY DISH
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THE FOLLLOWING DAY I ATTEND AN ‘APOKRIES’ PARADE 
SITUATED ON CORFU’S HISTORIC COAST 
I ADMIRE THE BEAUTY OF EACH PASSING MAID
 
AND LOCATE AN EFFECTIVE OBSERVATION POST 
 
RETURNING AFTER THE DAY’S FESTIVITIES 
I ENJOY THE WINE OF THASOS IN THE AEGEAN SEA
 
THOUGH A LITTLE TIRED FROM MY ENJOYABLE ACTIVITIES 
I REVEL IN THE LAND THAT FREED ALL FROM TYRANNICAL DECREE 
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THE COUNTRY OF MEDICINE, PHILOSOPHY AND MATHEMATICS 
HALLOWED BY THE PRACTICE OF DEMOCRACY
 
ENRICHED BY POETRY, LEGEND AND DRAMATICS 
BEQUEATHING ACROSS MILLENNIA THE END OF RIGID AUTOCRACY 
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I AM THE NEW ODYSSEUS AFTER THE FALL OF TROY
 
AN HEIR OF SOCRATIC IRONY AND ARISTOTELIAN INSTRUCTION 
A WANDERING TRAVELLER FULL OF JOY 
A BENEFICIARY OF REASONED GREEK DEDUCTION. 
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EPILOGUE 
“...Let us then enumerate the functions of a state, and we shall easily 
elicit what we want. First, there must be food; secondly, arts, for life 
requires many instruments; thirdly, there must be arms, for the 
members of a community have need of them, and in their own hands, 
too, in order to maintain authority both against disobedient subjects 
and against external assailants; fourthly; there must be a certain 
amount of revenue, both for internal needs, and for the purposes of 
war; fifthly, or rather first, there must be a care of religion which is 
commonly called worship; sixthly, and most necessary of all there 
must be a power of deciding what is for the public interest, and what 
is just in men’s dealings with one another. These are the services 
which every state may be said to need...” 
Politics   
Book Seven, Part VIII 
Written by Philosopher Aristotle in 350BC 
[Translated by Benjamin Jowett.] 
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HOMER 
GREATEST ANCIENT GREEK EPIC POET 
LIVED AROUND 8TH CENTURY BC 
SAID TO HAVE BEEN BORN AT EITHER SMYRNA OR CHIOS, 
DYING ON THE ISLAND OF IOS 
9 | P a g e  
 
 
 
ARISTOTLE 
[384BC-322BC] 
GREEK SYSTEMATIC PHILOSOPHER, ETHICIST AND TEACHER OF 
ALEXANDER THE GREAT 
WROTE “POLITICS” AT THE AGE OF ONLY 34 YEARS 
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GREEK BEACHES 
 
 
WOMEN IN GREEK MYTHOLOGY 
POET: DR MICHAEL VAUGHAN. POEM WRITTEN ON 5/02/2012. 
